FABBRO LIVING ROOMS

Built-In Bookshelf Design: Planning
for Real Books

A built-in bookshelf should be planned around the books it will hold, not just the wall it
will fill. Book sizes, collection weight and access all influence the design. Begin with an
inventory and decide whether the unit will also accommodate display objects or
concealed storage.

Measure a representative selection

Include large illustrated books, paperbacks and folders rather than measuring only one
shelf of similar titles. Compare their heights and depths with the proposed layout. Decide
which books should stand upright and which may be stacked. This gives the designer a
more useful brief than a request for a fixed number of shelves.

Have the structure checked

Tell the designer which sections will carry substantial book collections. Shelf spans,
material choice, supports and the fixing arrangement need to suit the intended loads. A
long, thin shelf in an inspiration image may not be appropriate for your contents. Resolve
these details before the visual proportions are approved.

Balance books with other storage

If the wall also needs to hide household items, consider closed lower cabinets or a distinct
storage section. Leave display space deliberately instead of hoping it appears after all the
books are arranged. Review how the unit relates to nearby doors, seating and switches so it
becomes part of the room's architecture.

Keep future use in mind

Discuss adjustable shelves where appropriate and allow for the way your collection may
change. Plan access to higher sections without relying on improvised climbing. A
considered bookshelf gives everyday favourites convenient places while keeping the full
wall visually ordered, with a design that supports both the collection and the living space.

Share your bookshelf dimensions and a sample of your collection with Fabbro to
begin the design discussion.
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